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there were 8 cases and 3 deaths. Concerning the newspaper reports 
that plague was present at Zaandam, Holland, I am informed by the 
consul at Amsterdam that there is nothing known of it there, and it is 
probably pure fabrication. 

Bespectfully, A. E. Thomas, 

Passed Assistant Surf/eon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine Hospital Service. 

GERMANY. 

Reports from Berlin — Plague and cholera in various countries. 

Berlin, Germany, March 7, 1902. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit the following information obtained 
from the imperial health office at Berlin : 

P lague. 

Turkey. — In Bagdad during the period from January 1 to February 
10, there were recorded 14 plague cases and 10 deaths. 

Egypt. — Between February 14 and February 20, the following plague 
cases were registered : In Tantah, 3 cases and 3 deaths ; in Kom el-Nur, 
3 cases and no deaths ; in Alexandria, 1 case and 1 death. 

British India. — In the Bombay Presidency during the period from 
January 25 to January 31, there were registered 5,786 plague cases and 
4,285 deaths— that is to say, 824 cases and 584 deaths less than during the 
foregoing week. In the city of Bombay, between January 22 and Jan- 
uary 28 (from January 29 to February 4), there were recorded 477 (602) 
plague cases and 347 (536) deaths. 

Hongkong. — Since the beginning of October last the colony had been 
declared free from plague. But in the middle of December a fresh 
plague case with fatal termination was recorded. 

Cape Colony. — During the week from January 26 to February 1, 
1 fresh case of plague was registered at Mossel Bay. 

New South Wales. — In Sydney, between January 15 and January 
22, 5 fresh plague cases were registered. 

Plague and cholera. 

British India. — In Calcutta during the period from January 12 to 
January 25 there occurred 112 deaths from cholera. There were also 
recorded 117 cases of plague with 111 deaths. 

Increase of carcinoma in Germany. 

Government counsellor Dr. Wutzdorff, head of this department of 
the imperial health office in Berlin, has recently delivered a lecture on 
the above subject before the committee for the study of cancer. The 
Deutsche Medicinische Wochenschrift has just published a synopsis of 
this lecture, from which we take the following results, which Dr. Wutz- 
dorff has arrived at by a careful and critical use of the statistics con- 
cerning the spread of cancer in the German Empire : 

1. In the German Empire, according to the official statistics, carci- 
noma has increased considerably during the period from 1892 to 1898, 
notably in Hamburg, and in the province Posen, also in Bavaria left 
of the Bhine. The increase was less marked in the province of Hano- 
ver and the kingdom of Saxony, in Westphalia, Hessen, and East 
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Prussia. A decrease was alone recorded in Hohenzollern and Saxe- 
Coburg-Gotha. 

2. To judge from the number of deaths from carcinoma recorded in 
the year 1898, this disease occurs most frequently among the population 
of the Lubeck and Hamburg districts, in Baden, Bavaria right of the 
Bhine, Berlin, Hessen, Wurtemburg, kingdom of Saxony, Brunswick, 
and in the district of Bremen. Cancer occurs less frequently among the 
inhabitants of Schaumburg-Lippe, province Posen, Saxe Coburg Gotha, 
Westphalia, Hohenzollern, East Prussia, and the Bhine Province. 

3. Apart from the youngest-age classes of the population, for which, 
owing to the small numbers coming into consideration, statistical con- 
clusions can not be drawn, the number of deaths from cancer has 
increased in a considerably greater proportion than the growth of the 
population. The assumption that the higher-age classes participate 
alone or mainly in this increase, is not confirmed by the statistics. 

4. Cancer, at the present time, attacks the population of Germany, 
on the average, at a younger age than formerly. 

5. Women more frequently suffer with carcinoma than men, although 
the danger for men is greater than for women. 

Bespeetfully, Frank H. Mason, 

United States Consul- General. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

ITALY. 

Report from Naples — Smallpox in Naples and Palermo. 

Naples, Italy, March S, 1902. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that for the week ended March 1, 
1902, the following ships were inspected at Naples : February 25, the 
steamship Oitta di Torino, of the Veloce Line, bound with passengers and 
cargo for New York. There were inspected and passed 1,436 steerage 
passengers and 66 pieces of large baggage ; 2,000 pieces of baggage were 
disinfected by steam. February 26, the steamship Sardegna, of the 
Italian General Navigation Company, bound with passengers and cargo 
for New York. There were inspected and passed 1,052 steerage passen- 
gers and 26 pieces of large baggage; 1,500 pieces of baggage were dis- 
infected by steam. February 27, the steamship Alter, of the North 
German Lloyd Steamship Company, bound with passengers and cargo 
for New York. There were inspected and passed 778 steerage passen- 
gers and 50 pieces of large baggage ; 1,200 pieces of baggage were dis- 
infected by steam. March 1, the steamship Massilia, of the Fabre Line, 
bound with passengers and cargo for New York. There were inspected 
and passed 1,043 steerage passengers and 100 pieces of large baggage ; 
1,700 pieces of baggage were disinfected by steam. 

Smallpox at Naples. 

During the week ended March 1, 1902, there were officially reported 
at Naples 9 cases and 1 death. 

Smallpox at Palermo. 

It is reported that there is a considerable number of cases of smallpox 
at Palermo. All emigrants' baggage from that city is being disinfected 
and a careful lookout being kept for cases of smallpox. 



